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Johnsonville State Historic Area

is the site of a uniquc Civil War battle and the location of
Johnsonville Prior to the creation of Kerltuc.i(g Lake.
Located on the East bank of Kcntuci(q Lalo.::, three
miles north of U.S. Hwy 70 and the town of New
Johnsonville, this 600 acre park has a wide varietg of
P|arit and animal life. This park has been established to
preserve and to protect the rich cultural and natural
resources that exist.

Historical signiFicance

JO!’]HS[)I"IV”[&, named for then Mi!itarg Governor of
Tennessee Andrew J()}'II"I:%OI'I, was the site for a unique
mi]l’tar{:; victorL:;. On Novcm_l:ver 4, 1864, Confederate
Maijor General Nathan Bedford Forrest and his cavalr

atfacked and destrcnjecl the river port clePot (‘J‘E
Johnsonville. Union losses included iiree gunboats,
eleven tran5ports, eightecrl barges, and over & million
dollars in lost sup lies. The fall of Johnsonville repre-
sented not Or‘i!l’.j a Confederate victory, but also the onl Y
record of a naval force ]Jeing eng;aged and defeated b

a cavalry force. The township of Johnsonville existec

until the earl 1940s when the Tennessee Va”eg
AuthoritLJ Pur&iasec] the land in Preparation for the
{:orming of Kcntucl(g Lake.

Picnic Pavilions and Playgrounds

Johnsonville has two small picnic shelters that will

accommodate 12-16 PeoPLe each. Both Picnic shelters

have gr‘i"s; one has restrooms nearby. The park also

has 29 open Picm’c sites with tables and most with gri”s.

ﬁ.” Picnic areas are available on a {:irﬁt—cc)mc, first-serve
asis.

Johnsonville has one multifunction P|a&@‘ound and two
P|aq‘gmunc!5 with 5wir'igs OI‘I[L&. A basketball goa! pro-
vides additional enjc)_grnent for visitors.

Boatin

John‘%onﬁle does not have any |_:Joat launches. The
Park can be accessed ID[;i boat from the Tennessee
River, KentuckH Lake and Trace Creek.

Fishin g

Johnsonville State Historic Park offers year rou nd bank
{:ishfng. Catfish, brim, bass, and shell-crackers are the
most abundant catch for ar'lglcrs. A Tennessee F‘ishing
License is rccluir‘cc].

Hikin g

Johnsonville has over six miles of i-niking trails rang ing
from easy to very rug_gecl, Theg are all contained wi%]'\ in
the park’s boundaries and do not join any other trail
system. : :

Planned Programs

A Vari&tlj of Planned programs and activities inc[udir‘lg
guidec[ tours, slide shows and wildlife presentations are
available. The wildlife Presentation, Historg of
Tennessee and Battle of Johnsonville programs are
offered 5car—munc| and travel to schools.

Nearbg Attractions

& riumphreqs Countq Museum and
Civil War Fort, Wavcr[q, 10 miles

® loretta Lynns Ranch, Hurricane Mills, 20 miles
@ Hats_::] Cline Memorial, Camden, 15 miles
® Fort Donc[son, Dover, 40 miles

Other Nearb_g State Parks

® Nathan Bedford Forrest State FPark,
18 miles

® Natchez Trace
State Park, 45 miles

@ Mcmtgornenj Bell State
Park 43 miles
Annual Events

@ E>|ue5r355 Festival,
Eva, TN, September

® Music on the Square_.
Waver|q, TN, Saturdays,
June t}'lrough August
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